
The Intention

The Intention is to create a positive, supportive atmosphere for GALA
artists to grow and deepen their artistic practice through group critique.
By carefully listening and speaking about one another’s work we can
become stronger, more effective artists.

GALA Critique Guidelines

It is imperative that we are both honest and sensitive.  We are here to
help each other learn and grow, not to make anyone feel bad, nor to
flatter them.

The critique is of the work, not the artist.  Talk about “it” (the piece), not
“you” (the artist).

Things you might consider addressing in your analysis:

--Formal issues such as composition, color use, form.
example  “For me this piece is successful because the composition keeps
my eye moving around the picture.”
--How the medium is used.
example: “The oil paint on this piece is so thick that the painting has
taken on a sculptural quality”
--What concepts or ideas does the piece give you?  Why?
example: “This piece makes me think about the perseverance of nature
because of the way that flower is pushing up through the concrete.”
--What kind of feelings does the piece illicit in you?  Why?
example:   “This piece makes me feel agitated because of all the strong,
diagonal lines.”

Be specific.  General comments like, “This is good.” (nice, pretty, etc.)
don’t clarify anything.

We will focus on the strengths we see unless the artist specifically
requests we address a piece’s weaknesses.
example:  “I am having trouble with this piece, and I can’t quite figure out
what’s wrong.  Any thoughts?”

Listen attentively.  When someone is sharing their thoughts on your art,
they are working hard to try to help you.

Accept that not everyone will always “get” what you are trying to say with
your art, and that is okay.  There is enough room for all kinds of art in
this world


